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TRUMP IMPEACHED 
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President Donald Trump on Wednesday became only the third president in U.S. history to stand accused of “treason, bribery, 
or other high crimes and misdemeanors.” All House Republicans voted against both articles of impeachment. 


Impeachment adds heat to 2020 Texas elections, but voters signal fatigue 


By Benjamin Wermund 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Texans in 
Congress stuck to party lines 
when voting Wednesday to im- 
peach a president for just the 
third time in American history. 

Now they hold their breath 
and wait 10 months to see wheth- 
er their votes will backfire in 
what could be the most conse- 
quential elections in a generation 
in Texas — with President Donald 
Trump almost certain to beat the 
top of the Republican ticket. 

While the political conse- 
quences of impeachment re- 
main unclear, many Republican 
lawmakers in state government 
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are skirting the issue, perhaps Impeachment supporters rally in front of the U.S. Capitol 


sensing the divisiveness of it, 


Roll call 


How the Texas delegation voted. 
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during an 11-hour debate in the House of Representatives. 


‘No comment’ 


State lawmakers avoid impeachment talk, eyeing 2020. 
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even in long-red Texas. 

Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, Attorney General Ken 
Paxton and General Land Com- 
missioner George P. Bush — who 
won't face re-election until 2022 
— did not respond to questions 
Wednesday about whether Con- 
gress should impeach Trump. 

During a radio interview last 
week, Patrick — chairman of 
Trump’s campaign in Texas — 
called the impeachment a 
“sham” and said despite it all, 
Trump continues to move for- 
ward on trade negotiations and 
building the border wall he 
promised. 

But for the most part, “candi- 
dates don’t want to risk polariz- 
ing a group of voters that they 
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House vote creates 
indelible mark on 
his presidency after 
polarized debate 


By Philip Rucker 
and and Felicia Sonmez 
WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON — The House of 
Representatives voted late Wednes- 
day to impeach President Donald 
Trump on charges that he abused 
his office and obstructed Congress, 
with Democrats declaring him a 
threat to nation and branding an in- 
delible mark on the most turbulent 
presidency of modern times. 

After 1 hours of fierce argument 
on the House floor between Demo- 
crats and Republicans over Trump’s 
conduct with Ukraine, lawmakers 
voted almost entirely along party 
lines to impeach him. Trump be- 
comes the third presidentin U.S. his- 
tory to face trial in the Senate — a 
proceeding that will determine 
whether he is removed from office 
less than one year before he stands 
for re-election. 

On Trump’s 1,062nd day in office, 
Congress brought a momentous 
reckoning to an unorthodox presi- 
dent who has tested America’s insti- 
tutions with an array of unre- 
strained actions. 

The Democratic-controlled 
House passed two articles of im- 
peachment against Trump — abuse 
of power and obstruction of Con- 
gress — related to the president’s at- 
tempts to withhold military aid to 
Ukraine and pressure its govern- 
ment to investigate former vice pres- 
ident Joe Biden, a potential 2020 
Democratic opponent. 

The House voted 230-197 to ap- 
prove the article charging abuse of 
power, with the gavel falling about 
8:30 p.m. On the obstruction of Con- 
gress vote, which followed soon af- 
ter, the tally was 229-198. 

All Republicans voted against 
both articles. Among Democrats, 
two voted no on the first article and 
three on the second, with one — Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii — voting 
“present” both times. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif., framed the day’s proceedings 
through the long lens of history, re- 
citing the Pledge of Allegiance and 
singling out the line, “the republic 
for which it stands.” 

“Very sadly, now our founders’ vi- 
sion of a republic is under threat 
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‘We did nothing wrong’ 


Trump rails against vote at his rally. 
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SGT. KAILA SULLIVAN: 1976-2019 


A pillar of police force with ‘larger than life’ personality 
Family, colleagues bid farewell to Nassau Bay officer killed by fleeing suspect during traffic stop 


By Nick Powell 
STAFF WRITER 


Tim Cromie knew his workday as 
police chief was over when he would 
peer out the window of his office at 
the Nassau Bay Police Department 
and see Kaila Sullivan’s gargantuan 
truck in the parking lot, sitting about 
3.5 feet off the ground, with large 
mud tires — a vehicular beast fit for a 
monster truck rally. Sullivan worked 
the night shift. 

“I found out (the truck) was offi- 
cially known as ‘Big Nasty,” Cromie 
said Wednesday during his eulogy for 
Sullivan, who was killed while con- 
ducting a traffic stop last week. 
“Don’t ask me why, I don’t know, and 
I’m pretty sure I don’t want to know. 
When Big Nasty was in the parking 
lot, I knew it was time for me to go. 

“Not sure how I’m gonna know to 
go home now,” Cromie said, his voice 
cracking. 

Sullivan’s monster truck was just 
one of her many idiosyncrasies, a 
window into what Cromie remem- 
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The Harris County Sheriff’s Office Honor Guard passes Nassau Bay Police Sgt. Kaila 
Sullivan’s casket, which was placed on a motorcycle, one of her many pastimes. 


bered as her “larger than life” per- 
sonality during a funeral Wednesday 
at Grace Church in south Houston. 
During a roughly 90-minute service 
that included an honor guard cere- 
mony, Sullivan’s family and col- 
leagues emphasized her sense of hu- 
mor, passion for police work and 
leadership qualities that made her a 
pillar of a tiny community police 
force. 

Sullivan, 43, was struck and killed 
by a fleeing suspect’s car while back- 
ing up a fellow officer during a traffic 
stop on Dec. 10, two weeks shy of her 
16th year in the Nassau Bay Police De- 
partment and two months shy of 20 
years of service as a police officer. 

She was attempting to arrest aman 
wanted on a warrant related to a do- 
mestic violence case, but he man- 
aged to wrestle free from officers 
while being handcuffed, police said. 
He fled, hitting Sullivan as he drove 
away, according to court documents. 

Sullivan’s death is the latest among 
a spate of Houston-area law enforce- 
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